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"The Conqueror's Career/' written in Ceylon by
Buddhadatta in the twelfth century of our era, and
dealing at length with the traditional episodes down
to the thirty-sixth year, and also with the events of
the last few months of the Teacher's life.* There
are also two well known Sanskrit poems, the Buddha
Carita and the Lalita Vistara, both of which have
been translated, the first into English by Professor
Cowellf and the second into French by Professor
Foucaux4 The former, of which a portion is lost,
can be dated with considerable certainty at the end
of the first century of our era, and the second (though
its date is unknown) is probably even later still

These poems are not historical biographies.
Milton's Paradise Regained is of value not for
what it tells us about the life of its hero, but for the
literary ability with which It has recast a story
derived entirely from older documents. The histori-
cal value of those documents must be determined by
a criticism which will, of course, take no notice of
the later poetical version. A corresponding argu-
ment ought to hold good with respect to these Pali
and Sanskrit poems, and a fortiori with respect to
the Chinese and Tibetan reproductions of the San-

* Edited in the native character both in Burma and in Ceylon, but
not yet translated.

f Sacred Books of the East, Oxford, 1894.
Guimet, Paris, 1888.